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Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I 

am establishing my covenant with you and your descend-

ants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, 

the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the 

earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish 

my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut 

off by the  waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 

a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 

covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set 

my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 

earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 

covenant that is between me and you and every living     

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again         

become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 

the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the cove-

nant that I have established between me and all flesh that is 

on the earth.”  
 

Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 

up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 
 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.                                                      

He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and 

he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, pro-

claiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is ful-

filled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.”             
      Today’s Liturgist: Lucy Jacob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 9:8-17 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

Order of WorshiP 
 

February 18, 2018                                                                           8:30 AM 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

      Gathering 
     
     OPENING PRAISE 
 
     HANDBELL INTROIT     Variations on Theme by Brahms  arr. Michael Helman 

 
     HANDBELL ANTHEM      The Church’s One Foundation   arr. Cathy Moklebust                 
                                   
 

    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS            
 

    PRAISE                           To a Thousand Generations 
                                               More Love More Power 
                                                     Thank You  Lord 
 

   SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
            
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION          Forever 
 

    SCRIPTURE       Genesis 9:8-17 
          Mark 1:9-15   
            
   SERMON GOD LOVES YOU:  Covenant    
     

   OFFERING SONG   Your Love Oh Lord 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION      Create in Me a Clean Heart 
 

   FINAL BLESSING              God Is So Good 
 

 *CLOSING                 I’ll Fly Away 
 
 
 
 

  *Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 
                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Jan 21     50           84       134              Jan 21     Received:    $2,663 
Jan 28    39   96      135               Jan 28    Received:    $3,523 
Feb   4    38           93             131                Feb  4     Received:  $10,335 
Feb 11  44          101             145                Feb 11     Received:    $4,361 

 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $159,396 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:       $182,906 

      
     Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 

 LENTEN STUDY CLASS BEGINS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 

In this book, Hamilton considers 
questions of life, reality, and truth.  
He explores what Christians believe, 
why they believe it and why it 
matters.     Books are available. 

 

UMW BOOK 
CLUB 

Friday, Feb. 23 
11 AM,  

McMillen Room 
Discussing  

HIDDEN  
FIGURES: The 

American 
Dream and the Untold Story of 
Black Women Mathematicians 

Who Helped Win the Space Race. 
 

This book, by Margot Lee Shetterly, is 
a true account of African American 
women whose mathematical genius 
helped NASA achieve some of its 
greatest successes.  

Please join us! 

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 11:45 AM 
STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK  LUNCHEON 

 

Bring YOUR FAVORITE Potluck dish to share. 
Help us show our church staff how much we appreciate  

all that they do for this church and God’s ministry. 

 

 
 
 

    All are welcome to come share this meal and fellowship,  
and to celebrate with us! 

 

         Sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 Would you like 
to join the Church? 

 
 

 

Maybe Sunday, February 
25th is the time for you! 

 

Let the pastor know you are wish-
ing to join, and we will officially 

welcome you into the  
congregation. You may e-mail  

revmaryb@fumcag.org, or call the 

church office-805 481-2692. 

 Monday—2/19 

 Church Office Closed/ President’s Day      

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—2/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR  1:30 PM 
Open Session, 2 PM Closed Session 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home 
Wednesday—2/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Party—9 AM—MMR 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—2/22 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—2/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR 
Saturday—2/24 

 Nothing on schedule 

 

Happy Birthday 

to  

Maddy Quaglino 

from the  

Pre School Board 

  ELT Scholarship 
Applications   

If you are a graduating 
high school senior go-
ing to college in Fall, 
2018 or a continuing 
college student, you may want to 
apply for the ELT Scholarship offered 
by our church.  Applications are now 
on the church website. Students may 
apply for the scholarship each year 
they are in   college.  The application 
deadline is May 15, 2018.  

See Judy Leonard with questions. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM-3:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  

   

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

February 18, 2018                                                                                 10:30 AM 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“Rainbows introduce us to reflections of different beautiful possibilities so we 
never forget that pain and grief are not the final options in life.” ~ Aberjhani  

                                                                
      WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                 
                                                                              
    PRELUDE                                Herzliebster Jesu                            David Blackwell 

 

   HANDBELL INTROIT      Variation on Theme by Brahms   arr. Michael Helman 

          
  *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

       A rainstorm, a flood, a boat, and a promise from God. 
  A rainbow, a dove, a sign of this promise. 

A river, a cousin, a baptism, and a promise from God. 
  A revelation, a journey, a ministry, a sign of this promise. 

On this day, we remember signs of the past,  
but also promises for the future. 

  On this day, we embark on a journey ancient as the earth,  
  but refreshing as spring rain. 

On this day, we move closer to the cross,  
closer to death, closer to resurrection, closer to Christ.  

  All are part of this journey of living, experiencing,  
  and being the promises of God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN                 Beneath the Cross of Jesus               No. 297 
                                            
      OPENING PRAYER         

 

  Loving God, we search for your promised presence.  
  Reveal yourself to us this day— 

in mighty mountains and brilliant rainbows,  
in quiet dinners and sacred moments, 
in joyous children and grieving friends.  

Guide us on the Lenten journey toward the darkness of death  
and the hope of resurrection. 

In the name of the risen Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                   Leonard Lutz 
 

 Nursery care is available.  

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I 

am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants 

after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 

you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the      

waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 

destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant 

that I make between me and you and every living creature 

that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow   

in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 

me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and     

the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant 

that is between me and you and every living creature of all 

flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to      

destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to     

Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established          

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
 

Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up 

out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heav-

en, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.                                                      

He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 

was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaim-
ing the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 

in the good news.” 

             Today’s Liturgist: Nancy St. Laurent 

 
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  

First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  
and to this service of worship.   

We are happy that you have joined us here today   
and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

II Genesis 9:8-17 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK 
 

 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

 Would you like 
to join the Church? 

 

 

Maybe Sunday, February 
25th is the time for you! 

 

Let the pastor know you are 
wishing to join, and we will offi-

cially welcome you into the  
congregation. You may e-mail  
revmaryb@fumcag.org, or call 

the church office-805 481-2692. 

  
  
 A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer    Jesus, Remember Me     No. 488
 Congregational Prayer     
 Choral Response         This is Our Prayer      No. 487 

 

ANTHEM                           The Church’s One Foundation    arr. Cathy Moklebust                 

 

SCRIPTURE                       Genesis 9:8-17 
                             Mark 1:9-15 

 

 HYMN (remain seated)         Dear Lord and Father of Mankind          No. 358
                             Verses 1-3 
       

 SERMON          GOD LOVES YOU: Covenant 
                                          
 OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering      
  Offertory               Herzlich thut mich verlangen     Rebecca Groom Te Velde  

*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering       
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                   O Jesus I Have Promised                     No. 396 
 

*BENEDICTION          
 

 Go forth as signs of God’s love. 
We go as rainbows of hope and grace. 

Go forth as children of the promise. 
We go as signs of God’s love and compassion.  

 
 

 BENEDICTION RESPONSE                   Amen                                   No. 904 
 

 POSTLUDE                   Toccata from Symphony No. 5                       Widor

              
                  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

to  

Maddy Quaglino 

from the  

Pre School Board 

  ELT Scholarship 
Applications   

If you are a graduating 
high school senior go-
ing to college in Fall, 
2018 or a continuing 
college student, you may want to 
apply for the ELT Scholarship offered 
by our church.  Applications are now 
on the church website. Students may 
apply for the scholarship each year 
they are in   college.  The application 
deadline is May 15, 2018.  

See Judy Leonard with questions. 

 Monday—2/19 

 Church Office closed for President’s 
Day      

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—2/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR  1:30 PM 
Open Session, 2 PM Closed Session 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home 
Wednesday—2/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Party—9 AM—MMR 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—2/22 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—
MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—2/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR 
Saturday—2/24 

  Nothing on schedule 

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 11:45 AM 
STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK  LUNCHEON 

 

Bring YOUR FAVORITE Potluck dish to share. 
Help us show our church staff how much we appreciate  

all that they do for this church and God’s ministry. 
 

 

     
 

All are welcome to come share this meal and fellowship,  
and to celebrate with us! 

 

         Sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 
                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Jan 21     50           84       134                Jan 21     Received:    $2,663 
Jan 28    39        96            135                Jan 28    Received:    $3,523 
Feb   4   38           93             131                Feb  4     Received:  $10,335 
Feb 11    44          101             145                Feb 11     Received:    $4,361 

 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $159,396 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                $182,906 

      
     Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 

 LENTEN STUDY CLASS BEGINS 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 
 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 
 

In this book, Hamilton considers 
questions of life, reality, and truth.  
He explores what Christians believe, 
why they believe it and why it 
matters.     Books are available. 

 

UMW BOOK 
CLUB 

Friday, Feb. 23 
11 AM,  

McMillen 
Room 

Discussing  
HIDDEN  

FIGURES: The American Dream and 
the Untold Story of Black Women 

Mathematicians Who Helped Win 
the Space Race. 

 

This book, by Margot Lee Shetterly, is 
a true account of African American 
women whose mathematical genius 
helped NASA achieve some of its 
greatest successes.  

Please join us! 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

